
WJEC 2014 Online Exam Review

GCE Sociology SY3 1353-01

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 1347 8.7 3 15 57.8 93.3
2 864 25.9 10.1 45 57.5 59.9
3 482 26.2 10.1 45 58.3 33.4
4 53 7.4 4.2 15 49.1 3.7
5 40 31.5 11.5 45 70.1 2.8
6 13 26.9 13 45 59.8 0.9
7 43 9.9 3.6 15 65.7 3
8 3 27 14.2 45 60 0.2
9 40 26.5 7.6 45 58.8 2.8
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Line

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 1  Understanding Crime

Compulsory question:

1. Outline and explain how the media can create moral panics. [15]





Sticky Note
In order to be placed in Mark Band 4 there should be detailed knowledge and understanding of at least two relevant sociologists or theories. There is detail of Young's research but there are several others whom the candidate could have used. For example  - Cohen,  Hall, Alexander, Thornton or Taylor. 

Sticky Note
This is a useful paragraph. There's an appropriate sociologist and detail of their research. There is an implicit definition of a moral panic and some Knowledge and Understanding of how the media creates a moral panic.  

Sticky Note
Some K and U of how the media creates moral panics but no indication so far of what a moral panic is. It would probably help candidates to remain focussed if they start with a definition of the terms in the question and it would also indicate to examiners they understood the term.   







Sticky Note
This could be a reference to Young's study but the point lacks clarity.

Sticky Note
The candidate refers to moral panics but has not yet explained what the term means.

Sticky Note
Again Hall? The reference needs to be explicit in order to be placed in higher Mark bands.

Sticky Note
Implicit reference to the work of Hall? Candidates should make their references explicit in order to access higher mark bands.

Sticky Note
Basic reference to Young. In need of development.

Sticky Note
There is basic Knowledge and Understanding of the term and the process but both are in need of development.



Sticky Note
The candidate has not explicitly defined the term. The very brief reference to how the media creates moral panics is in need of development and examples cited need explicit links to sociologists. Towards the end of the answer there is a lack of focus. The answer is basic and is therefore in Mark Band 2

Sticky Note
The candidate has now moved away from the specifics of the question.
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 1  Understanding Crime

2. Evaluate feminist explanations of crime and deviance. [45]

Compulsory question:















Sticky Note
This claim needs sociological evidence.

Sticky Note
A useful reference to Dobash and Dobash but the claim that their research supports the idea that society is patriarchal is a rather sweeping one. It needs development.

Sticky Note
Although evidence is cited below to support one of these claims, candidates should be advised to start a paragraph in a less assertive and more sociological manner.  

Sticky Note
Candidates should avoid referring to statistics in a general way without either a source or specific data.



Sticky Note
Buckle and Farrington are used to support an appropriate evaluative point. 

Sticky Note
This is a useful reference to Heidensohn.

Sticky Note
Another vague reference to statistics.

Sticky Note
Again sociological evidence is needed to support this assertion. Stanko could have been used.



Sticky Note
The candidate has now returned to making claims without relevant sociological evidence to support them. Candidates should be advised to support claims with relevant writers and/or theories.

Sticky Note
The reference to Hood supports the evaluative point being made.



Sticky Note
Some lack of clarity in what follows between Hood and Carlen.



Sticky Note
This is generalised - it needs sociological evidence.



Sticky Note
Another generalised paragraph

Sticky Note
There is enough accurate knowledge and understanding to be placed in the top Mark Band. Similarly, there is enough analysis and evaluation for the top Mark Band but there are some sweeping generalisations and unsupported claims. Had these been supported with accurate sociological evidence the candidate would have been placed at the top of Mark Band 4 for AO1 and nearer to the top of mark Band 4 for AO2.















Sticky Note
A number of assertions all in need of evidence.

Sticky Note
This is a generalised comment which lacks accuracy and evidence.

Sticky Note
The chivalry thesis is relevant but it needs to be developed in an accurate and sociological way. 

Sticky Note
A useful start although evidence is needed to support claims.



Sticky Note
This could be an implicit reference to Adler but candidates must make references explicit in order to access the higher Mark Bands.

Sticky Note
There are more assertions in this paragraph. Candidates should be aware that assertions/generalisations and suppositions cannot attract many marks.  



Sticky Note
The candidate is now losing focus on the specifics of the question.



Sticky Note
There is a loss of focus in this paragraph on the specifics of the question. Candidates should be advised to read the question very carefully and make links in all paragraphs to the question.

Sticky Note
The candidate is making some generalised comment here. Candidates should avoid generalisations and focus on sociological explanations and evidence.

Sticky Note
There is basic knowledge and understanding in this answer but there are a number of assertions, some generalisations and some suppositions. There are also a number of imprecisions. Finally there is a lack of evidence throughout and therefore the answer is basic. AO1=6 and AO2=14
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 1  Understanding Crime

Compulsory question:

3. Discuss realist solutions to the control of crime. [45]









Sticky Note
There is useful detail and analysis in the second part of the paragraph.

Sticky Note
The broken windows theory is a right realist theory but there is a lack of precision regarding Burgess. The candidate could have cited Wilson and Kelling and then linked back to the work of Burgess.

Sticky Note
A right realist solution with some detail and basic analysis. The solution could have been linked to the work of Etzioni.

Sticky Note
This introduction indicates the candidate understands the specifics of the question. All candidates should be encouraged to start with an introduction which is linked to the question. 



Sticky Note
Lea and Young are left realists but the candidate is not focussed on the solutions to crime that they suggest but what they consider to be the causes of crime. 

Sticky Note
Some appropriate analysis and evaluation.



Sticky Note
There is some knowledge and understanding of realist solutions to the control of crime but the answer is unbalanced with only a hint at left realist solutions. There is basic analysis and evaluation in the first half of the essay.  AO1 = 8, AO2 = 14 Total 22/45

Sticky Note
This sentence is indicative of the way in which the candidate has lost focus on the specifics of the question.

Sticky Note
There is a hint of a solution here but no development.

Sticky Note
The candidate is providing detail of the left realist views on the causes of crime.
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 2  Understanding Politics

Compulsory question:

4. Outline and explain the roles of legislatures. [15]

END OF PAPER





Sticky Note
Basic response partial definition and one role in need of development.Lacks examples and writers

Sticky Note
A partial definition.

Sticky Note
A role but needs to be developed.







Sticky Note
Relevant sociologist and explanation of what he says re roles of legislatures.

Sticky Note
Two examples of roles which extend the point at the end of paragraph one.

Sticky Note
Example of a legislature.

Sticky Note
Role.



Sticky Note
A definition, reference to one sociologist and explanation of some roles enables this response to be placed in Mark Band 4. In order to be placed at the top of the Mark Band reference to the work of a second sociologist and /or theory would be necessary.

Sticky Note
Another relevant role.
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 2  Understanding Politics

Compulsory question:

5. Evaluate the usefulness of elite theory in understanding power in contemporary society. [45]









Sticky Note
K and U but needs to be developed.

Sticky Note
Lack of clarity at the end of this paragraph.

Sticky Note
Basic evaluation.

Sticky Note
A brief paragraph on classical elite theory in need of development

Sticky Note
Generalised comment. needs to be linked to a specific writer and /or elite theory.Use of they at the start of the paragraph is vague.

Sticky Note
Basic knowledge in need of development.



Sticky Note
This paragraph has some useful evaluative points.



Sticky Note
There is enough knowledge and understanding to place this answer at the bottom of Mark Band 3. However the analysis and evaluation is basic but enough to go towards the top of Mark Band 2.

Sticky Note
This paragraph could be strengthened by the citing of a name rather than the rather vague use of 'some sociologists'. 

Sticky Note
Useful example in this paragraph.

















Sticky Note
Reference to 2 accurate sociologists with some analysis of their arguments.

Sticky Note
Some knowledge and understanding in this paragraph and a useful example.

Sticky Note
Clear introduction which sets a useful tone.



Sticky Note
Analysis and evaluation relevant to the specifics of the question.

Sticky Note
Development of ideas of Pareto.

Sticky Note
Useful contemporary example.



Sticky Note
Further analysis of ideas of Mills.

Sticky Note
Clear paragraph in which the ideas of Mills are discussed.



Sticky Note
Evidence in this paragraph of relevant ideas and the ability to analyse and evaluate them.

Sticky Note
Positive evaluation.



Sticky Note
 Relevant analysis and evaluation.

Sticky Note
Michels work is used here to support the evaluative point being made.



Sticky Note
Further relevant evaluation.



Sticky Note
Detailed knowledge and understanding of relevant theories and sociologists. Analysis and evaluation throughout. AO1=13 and AO2=30Total = 43/45
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 3  Understanding Health and Disability

Compulsory question:

7. Outline and explain what is meant by the illness iceberg. [15]





Sticky Note
Two useful examples, both in need of more detail and sociological evidence in order to access Mark Band 4

Sticky Note
A useful reference to a sociologist. In order to be placed in Mark Band 4 candidates should support their claims with sociologists and/or theoretical evidence   

Sticky Note
The candidate has made it clear that they know and understand what is meant by the term the illness iceberg
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 3  Understanding Health and Disability

Compulsory question:

9. Discuss the view that class inequalities of health and illness are caused by cultural factors.
[45]









Sticky Note
Implicit reference to The Black Report which cites these explanations. Candidates should try at all times to be explicit 

Sticky Note
This is a useful introduction which is focussed on social class and  cites a relevant sociologist.



Sticky Note
Again these are appropriate points but in need of evidence to support them

Sticky Note
All of these evaluative points need to be supported by sociological evidence 

Sticky Note
This paragraph is focussed on the cultural explanation but is in need of detail and sociological evidence



Sticky Note
Overall whilst the candidate does have some knowledge the answer lacks sociological evidence. There is some analysis and evaluation but the lack of writers to support claims means this answer is Band 3 for AO1 and AO"  

Sticky Note
Some confusion. 

Sticky Note
A relevant point is being made but it needs a clearer link to the specifics of the question re cultural explanations. 

Sticky Note
See note at the end of the last paragraph

Sticky Note
The candidate is still focussed on the specifics of the question but once again offers no evidence for these claims. 
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Option 3: Understanding Heath and Disability 
 


 
Compulsory question: 
 
Q.7 Outline and explain what is meant by the illness iceberg. [15] 


 
The focus of the answer should be on a definition and explanation of the illness 
iceberg. Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of 
relevant points. Credit should be given to an understanding of the term illness 
iceberg and to an understanding of relevant sociologists, theories and examples.  
 
Candidates will be credited with:  


 A clear definition of the term illness iceberg  


 Reference to the work of Freund and McGuire and to that of Wadsworth 


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  


 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
 


Marks AO1 


12-15 


There will be detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of 
the meaning of the illness iceberg.  This will be demonstrated in a 
detailed description.  Answers in this band will have depth and 
breadth. 


8-11 
There will be some knowledge and understanding of the meaning of 
the illness iceberg.  Answers in this band will have depth or breadth. 


4-7 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding of the illness 
iceberg.  Answers may lack depth and breadth. 


1-3 
Limited accurate knowledge or understanding will be present and 
the answer is likely to be vague and/or disorganised. 


0 No knowledge and understanding. 
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SY3 
 


Option 1: Understanding Crime 
 


Compulsory question: 
 
Q.1 Outline and explain how the media can create moral panics. [15] 
 


The focus of the answer should be on how the media can create moral panics. 
Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of relevant 
points. Credit should be given to an understanding of relevant sociologists, theories 
and examples.  


 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 


 A clear definition of moral panics  


 Understanding of how the media can create moral panics  


 Reference to sociologists such as Cohen and Hall 


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  


 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
 


Marks AO1 


12-15 


There will be detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of 
how the media can create moral panics.  This will be demonstrated 
in a detailed description.  Answers in this band will have depth and 
breadth. 


8-11 
There will be some knowledge and understanding of how the media 
can create moral panics.  Answers in this band will have depth or 
breadth. 


4-7 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding of how the media 
can create moral panics.  Answers may lack depth and breadth. 


1-3 
Limited accurate knowledge or understanding will be present and 
the answer is likely to be vague and/or disorganised. 


0 No relevant knowledge and understanding. 
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OR: 
 
Q.9 Discuss the view that class inequalities of health and illness are caused by 


cultural factors. [45] 
 
The focus of the answer should be on the view that class inequalities of health and 
illness are caused by cultural factors. Answers may make reference to alternative 
explanations of class inequalities. Descriptive accounts of class inequalities and of 
alternative views will not be highly rewarded. High order skills of analysis and 
evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level success can only be 
achieved through the demonstration of these skills.  Well supported lines of 
discussion will be rewarded. 
 
Candidates will be credited with: 


 Detail of class inequalities 


 Cultural factors  


 Annandale and Field  


 HMSO Reports  


 Material factors – Martin, Lobstein, Doyal and Pennell  


 Black Report 


 Acheson Report, Wanless Report and other relevant reports  


 Artefact explanation – Illsley 


 Social selection  


 Reference to recent political, social or public debate 


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing 


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  


 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (32) 


11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, explicit 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory.  Much of this material will 
have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


25 - 32 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will 
be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language.  
This will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


18 - 24 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 


5 - 7 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to either writers, concepts, research evidence 
and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be described 
accurately but will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological terms 
correctly for the most part but there may be 
inaccuracies. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling 
and grammar. 


10 - 17 
There will be basic knowledge used and there 
will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 


1 - 4 
Answers are likely to be limited and anecdotal with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be very little accurate knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be very little use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 9 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 


  





		Blank Page
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EITHER: 
 
Q.2 Evaluate feminist explanations of crime and deviance. [45] 


 
Answers should make reference to more than one feminist explanation of crime and 
deviance. Descriptive accounts of feminist explanations and of alternative 
explanations will not be highly rewarded. High order skills of analysis and evaluation 
are weighted in this assessment so that high level success can only be achieved 
through the demonstration of these skills. Well supported lines of discussion will be 
rewarded.  
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 


 A range of feminist explanations of crime and deviance  


 Gender-role socialisation  


 Adler  


 Social control and the opportunity to commit crime and be deviant  


 Postmodern feminists’ explanations such as those of Smart 


 Croall  


 Chivalry thesis 


 Heidensohn and malestream sociology  


 Radical feminist explanations including the work of Stanko 


 Domestic violence  


 Women as victims of crime  


 Links to ethnicity and social class including the work of Carlen 


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (32) 


11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, explicit 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory.  Much of this material will 
have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


25 - 32 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will 
be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language.  
This will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


18 - 24 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 


5 - 7 
Candidates will be able to make basic references  
to either writers, concepts, research evidence 
and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be described 
accurately but will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological terms 
correctly for the most part but there may be 
inaccuracies. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


10 - 17 
There will be basic knowledge used and there 
will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be implicit 
or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 


1 - 4 
Answers are likely to be limited and anecdotal with 
few if any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very little accurate knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be very little use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 9 
There will be very limited analysis or evaluation 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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EITHER: 
 
Q.5 Evaluate the usefulness of elite theory in understanding power in 


contemporary society.  [45] 
 
The focus of the answer should be on the usefulness of elite theory of power. 
Answers may make reference to more than one theoretical perspective in the 
discussion of the usefulness of the elite theory of power. Descriptive accounts of the 
elite theory or power and of alternative views will not be highly rewarded. High order 
skills of analysis and evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level 
success can only be achieved through the demonstration of these skills. Well 
supported lines of discussion will be rewarded.  
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 


 Classical elite theory of power 


 Pareto  


 Mosca  


 Mannheim  


 The radical elite theory – C Wright Mills 


 Marxist view of power  


 Miliband  


 Poulantzas 


 The elites and the ruling class  


 Gramsci – including his ideas on hegemony  


 Pluralism  


 Functionalism 


 Weberianism  


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing 


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  


 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (32) 


11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, explicit 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory.  Much of this material will 
have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


25 - 32 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will be 
explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language.  
This will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


18 - 24 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or theory 
will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 


5 - 7 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to either writers, concepts, research evidence 
and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be described 
accurately but will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological terms 
correctly for the most part but there may be 
inaccuracies. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling 
and grammar. 


10 - 17 
There will be basic knowledge used and there 
will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be implicit or 
characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or logical 
argument. 


1 - 4 
Answers are likely to be limited and anecdotal with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be very little accurate knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be very little use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 9 
There will be very limited analysis or evaluation 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the terms 
of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Option 2: Understanding Politics 
 


Compulsory question: 
 
Q.4 Outline and explain the roles of legislatures.  [15] 


 
The focus of the answer should be on the roles of legislatures. Answers should be 
fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of relevant points. Credit should 
be given to an understanding of the term, relevant theories and examples. 
 
Candidates will be credited with: 


 A clear definition of legislature  


 Reference to the roles of legislatures 


 Reference to legislatures as part of the state 


 Reference to bicameral legislatures such as the British parliament  


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  


 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
 
 


Marks AO1 


12-15 
There will be detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of 
the roles of legislatures.  This will be demonstrated in a detailed 
description.  Answers in this band will have depth and breadth. 


8-11 
There will be some knowledge and understanding of the roles of 
legislatures. Answers in this band will have depth or breadth. 


4-7 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding of the roles of 
legislatures.  Answers may lack depth and breadth. 


1-3 
Limited accurate knowledge or understanding will be present and 
the answer is likely to be vague and/or disorganised. 


0 No knowledge or understanding. 
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OR: 
 
Q.3 Discuss realist solutions to the control of crime. [45] 


 
The focus of the answer should be on realist solutions to the control of crime. 
Answers should make reference to right and left realism. The focus of the discussion 
will be on solutions to the control of crime. Descriptive accounts of realist solutions to 
the control of crime and of alternative view will not be highly rewarded. High order 
skills of analysis and evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level 
success can only be achieved through the demonstration of these skills. Well 
supported lines of discussion will be rewarded.  
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 


 Right realism 


 Underclass theory – Murray 


 Control theories – Hirschi  


 Situational crime prevention  


 Environmental crime prevention – including Wilson and the broken window theory 


 Zero tolerance 


 Left realism – Lea and Young 


 The square of crime 


 Policing and control  


 Structural causes of crime  


 Snider and the focus on street crime to the exclusion of the crimes of the ruling 
classes  


 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  


 Applied use of examples  
 
All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 


 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (32) 


11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, explicit 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory.  Much of this material will 
have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


25 - 32 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will 
be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language.  
This will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


18 - 24 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 


5 - 7 
Candidates will be able to make basic references  
to either writers, concepts, research evidence 
and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be described 
accurately but will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological terms 
correctly for the most part but there may be 
inaccuracies. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


10 - 17 
There will be basic knowledge used and there 
will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be implicit 
or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 


1 - 4 
Answers are likely to be limited and anecdotal with 
few if any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very little accurate knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be very little use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 9 
There will be very limited analysis or evaluation 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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